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- On the Ufe of Definitions, and Accuracy in Language. 
By Mi/s Hannau Morse. 


% ERSONS having been accuftomed from their cradles to 
learn words before they know the ideas for which they 
ftand, ufually continue to do fo all their lives, never taking 
the pains to fettle in their minds the determined ideas which 
belong tothem. This want of a precife fignification in 
their words, when they come to reafon, efpecially in moral 
matters, is the caufe of very obf{cure and uncertain notions. 
They ufe thefe undetermined words confidently, without 
‘much troubling their heads about a certain fixed meaning, 
whereby, befide the eafe of it, they obtain this advantage, that 
as in fuch difcourfe they are feldom in the right, fo they are 
as feldom to be convinced that they are in the wrong, it 
being juft the fame to go, about to draw thofe perfons out of 
their miftakes, who have no fettled notions, asto difpoffefs a 
vagrant of his habitation who has no fettled abode. The 
chief end of language being to be underftood, words ferve 
not for that end when they do not excite in the hearer the 

fame idea which they ftand for in the mind of the f[peaker.” 
I have chofen to fhelter myfelf under the broad fanétion 
of the great author here quoted (Locke) with a view to apply 
this rule in philology toa moral purpofe ; for it applies to 
the veracity of converfation as much as to its correétnels ; 
and as ftrongly recommends unequivocal and fimple truth, 
as accurate and juft expreffion. Scarcely any one pethaps 
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hes an adequate conception, how much clear and corre& ex- 
preffions favour the elucidation of truth; and the fide of 


truth is obvioufly on the fide of morals; it is in fa& one and. 


the fame caufe : And it is of courfe the fame caufe with that 
of religion alfo. 

It is therefore no worthlefs part of education to ftudy the 
precife meaning of words,and the appropriate fignification 
of language. To this end, I know no better method than to 
accuftom young perfons very early to define common words 
and things; for, as.definition feems to lie at the root of cor- 
reétnefs, to be accuftomed to define Englifh words in Englith, 
would improve the underftanding more than barely to know 
what thofe words are called in French or Italian. Or rather 
one -ufeof learning other languages is, becaufe definition is 
often involved in etymology ; that is, fince many Englifh 
words take their derivation from. foreign languages, they 
cannot be {fo accurately underftood without fome knowledge 
of thofe languages : But precifion of any kind too feldom 
finds its way into the education of women. 

It is perhaps going out of my province to obferve, that it 
might be well if young men alfo, before they entered on the 
world, were to be turnifhed with correé& definitions of certain 
words, the ufe of which is rather ambiguous. For inflance; 
they -fhould be provided with a good definition of the word 
honour in the fafhionable fenfe, fhewing what vices it includes 
and what virtues it does not include : The term good com. 
pany, which even the courtly Petronius of our days has de- 
fined, as fometimes including not, a few immoral .and dif- 
reputable charatters : Religion, which in the various fenfes 
affigned it by the world, fometimes means fuperftition, fome- 
times fanaticifm, and fometimes a mere difpofition to attend 
on any kind of form of worfhip : The word goodnels, which 
is made to mean every thing that is not notorioufly bad; and 
fometimes even that too, if what is notorioufly bad be ac- 
companied by good humour, pleafing manners, and a little 
alms-giving. By thefe means they would go forth armed 
againft many of the falfe opinions, which through the abufe 
or ambiguous meaning of words pafs*fo current in the 
world. 

But to return to the youthful part of that fex which is the 
more immediate objeét of this Seate work. With correét de- 
fnitton they thould alfo be taught to fludy the fhades of 
words, and this not merely with a view to accuracy of «x. 


preflion, but to meral truth. 
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_ It may be thought ridiculous to affert, that morals have any 
eonneétion with the purity of language, or that the precifioh 
of truth may be violated through deteét of critical exattnefs 
in the three degrees of comparifon: Yet how Moacsany do 
we hear from the dtalers in fuperlatives, of “* moft admira- 
ble, fuperexcellent, and quite perfe&t’’ people, who, to plain 
perfons, not bred in the f{chool of exaggeration, would ap- 
pear mere common charafters, not rifing above the level of 
mediocrity! By this negligence in the juft application of 
words, we fhall be as much mifled by thefe trope and figure 
ladies, when they degrade as when they panegyrize ; for to 
a plain and fober judgment, a tradefman may not be “ the 
modft good-for-nothing fellow that ever exifted,’’ merely be- 
caufe it was impoflible for him to execute in an hour an order 
which required a week: “A lady may not be’ thé moft 
hideous fright the world ever faw,” though the make of her 
gown may have been obfolete for a month: Nor may one’s 
young friend’s father be “‘ a moniter of cruelty,” though 
he may be a quiet gentleman who dots not choofe to live at 
watering places, but likes to have his daughter ftay at, home 
with him in the country. 

But of allthe parts of fpeech the interjection is the moft 
abundantly in ufe with the hyperbolical fair ones. Would 
it could be added that thefe emphatical expletives (if 1 may 
make ufe of a contradiftory term) were not fometimes 
tinétured with prophanenefs! Though I am perfuaded that 
idle habit is more at the bottom of this deep offence than in- 
tended impiety, yet theres fcarcely any error of youthful 
talk which wants feverer caftigation. And a habit of excla- 
mation fhould be.rejefted by polifhed people as vulgar, even 
if it were not abhorred as profane. 

The converfation of young females is alfo in danger of 
being overloaded with epithets. .As in the warm feafon of 
youthshardly any thing is {een in the true point of vifion, fo 
hardly any thing is named in naked fimplicity : Andthe very 
fenfibiliry of the feelings is partly a caufe of the extrava- 
gance of the expreflion. But here, as in other points, the 


‘facred writers, particularly of the New Teftament, prefent us 


with the pureft models; And its natural and unlaboured ftyle 
of expreflion is perhaps not the meanelt evidence of the truth 
of the Gofpel. There is throughout the whole narratives, 
no overcharged charatter, no elaborate defcription, nothing 
ftudioufly emphatical, as if truth of itfelf were weak, and 
wanted to be helped out. There is little panegyric, and lefs 
inveétive: None but on great, and awful, and juftifiable oc. 
De calions, 
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eafions.. The authors record their own faults with the fame 
honefty as if they were the faults of other men, and the 
faults of other men with as little amplification as if they were 
their own. There is perhaps no book in which adjeétives 
are fo {paringly ufed, A modeft ftatement of the fat, with 
no colouring and little comment, is the example held out to 
us for corre&ting the exuberances of paffion and of lan- 
guage, by that divine volume which furnifhes us with the 
{till more important rule of faith and ftandard of praétice. 
- Nor is the truth lowered by feeblenefs ; for with all this 
plainnefs there is fo much force, that a few fimple touches and 
artlefs ftrokes of fcripture charaéter convey a ftronger outline 
of the perfon delineated, than is fometimes given by the moft 
elaborate portrait of more artificial hiftorians. 

If it be obje&ted to this remark, that many parts of the 
facred writings abound in a lofty, figurative, and even hy per- 
bolical ftyle :, This obje&ion applies chiefly to the writings 
of the Old Teftament, and to the prophetical and poetical 
parts of that. But this metaphorical and florid ftyle is 
diftin& from the inaccurate and overftrained expreffion we 
have been cenfuring ; for that only is inaccuracy which 
leads to a falfe and inadequate conception in the reader or 
hearer, The lofty ftyle of the eaftern, and of other heroic 
poetry, does not fo miflead ; for the metaphor is underftood 
to be a metaphor, and the imagery. is underftood to be orna- 
mental. The flyleof the fcriptures of the Old Teftament, 
are not it is true plain in oppofition to figurative, nor fimple in 
oppofitionto florid ; But it is plain and fimple. in the beft 
fenfe ; It raifes no falfe idea » It gives an exact impreflion of 
the thing it means to convey : And its very tropes and 
figures, though bold, are never unnatural or aflced. Even 
when it exaggerates, it does not mifrepreferit ; af it be hy- 
perbolical, it is fo either in*compliance with the genius of 
oriental language, or in compliance with contemporary 
cuftoms, or becaufe*the fubje& is one which will be moft for- 
cibly impreiled by a bold figure. The loftinefs of the ex: 
preflion deduéis nothing from the truth of the circumftance, 
and animates the reader without mifleading him. 





An ANECDOTE. 
Ricx. the manager of Covent Garden Theatre, was nat 
lL, 


any means liberal to his aftors, but he was remark- 
able 
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able for his charity and humanity. A {hort time before his 
death, a man fell from the upper gallery into the pit of 
Covent Garden Theatre, by which one of his limbs was 
broke : As he was a perfon in very low circumftances, Mr. 
Rich very generoufly ordcred that he fhould have every 
pofhible affiftance, which was accordingly adminiftered at 
Mr. Rich’s expence. When the poor. man recovered, _ he 
waited on the manager to return him thanks for his hu- 
anity and goodnefs ; on which Mr. Rich told him, that he 
fhould be welcome to the freedom of the pit, provided he 
would never think of coming into it in that manner again! 





Narrative of a Voyage round the ¥ ret in the Years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, by F. F. G. De La 
Peroufe ; publifhed conformably te the Decree.of the 
National Affembly of the 22d of April, 1791, and 
edited by M. L. A. Millet-Mureau. 


(Continued from Page 8.) 


HEIR village was built upon ‘atongue of low marfhy 
land, and which appeared to us to be uninhabitable 
during the winter ; but on the oppofite fide of the gulf, oa 
a more elevated fituation, and expofed tothe fouth, there was, 
at the entrance of a wood, another village, confifting of eight 
cabins, much Jarger and better built than the firft. Above 
this, and at a very {mall diftance, we vifited three yourts, or 
fabterraneous houfes, perfeétly fimilar to thofe of the Kamt- 
{chadales, defcribed in the third volume of Captain Cook’s 
laft voyage; they were extenfivé enough to contain the 
inhabitants of the eight cabins during the rigour of -the 
cold feafon ; befides omfome of the fkirts ofthis village 
were feen fevera! tombs, which were larger and better built 
than the houfes; each of them eaclofed three, four; or five 
biers, of a-neat workmanfhip, ornamented with Chinefle 
ftuffs, fome pieces of which were brocade. Bows, arrows, 
lines, and’in general, the moft valuable articles of thefe peo- 
ple, were {ufpended inthe interior of thefe monuments, ‘the 
wooden door of which was clofed by a bar, fupported at ‘its 
extremities by two props. 

* Their houfes, like the tombs, were filled with effe&s, 
nothing which they ufe haying beén taken away ; drefles, 
kins, {now fhoes, bows, arrows, pikes, had all re mained’ In 
the deferted village, in which they never live but in the 
; winter 
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winter feafon ; the fummer they paffed on the other fide of 
the gulph, where they then were, and from which they faw 
us enter into their cabins, def{cend even into the infide of thé 
tombs, without ever having accompanied us, and without 
teltifying the leaft fear of feeing their moveables carried 
away, which they, at the fame time, were fenfible had con- 
fiderably excited our defires, as we had already made feveral 
exchanges with them. Our boats’ companies, as well as the 
officers, were feelingly alive to fo {triking a mark of con- 
fidence ; and contempt and difhonour would have covered’ 
the marr with fhame and difgrace who had been bafe enough 
to commit the mot trifling theft. 

** It was evident, that we had only vifited the Orotchys*in 
their country houfes, where they gather in their harvelt ot 
falmon, which, like the corn in Europe, forms the bafis of 
their fubfiftence. I faw fo few elks fkins among them, that 
IT am inclined to think the chafe is not very produétive there. 
Asa fmall part of their food, L alforeckon fome roots ot 
yellow lily, or of /aranne, which the women pluck up on the 
fkirt of the woods, and dry round their hearth. 

- “ It might have been fuppofed, from fo great a number of 
tombs, for we found foie in all the iflands and creeks, that 
they indicated fome recent epidemical diforder which had 
ravaged thefe countries, and reduced the prefent generation 
toa very {mall number of men; but I am induced to believe, 
that the different families compoling this nation were dif- 
perfed in the neighbouring bays, fifhing and.drying falmon, 
and that they only collected together inthe winter; they then 
carried thither their provifion of fifth, in order to fubfift on it 
till return of the fun. ‘The more ptebable fuppofition is, that 
the religious refpeét of thefe péople for the tombs of their 
anceftors, induces them to maintain and repair them, and thus 
perhaps to delay, for feveral ages, the inevitable effeft of the 
hand of time. I did not perceive any external difference 
between the inhabitants : The fame cannct be faid of thofe 
who are dead, whofe afhes repofe in a flyle of greater or Iefs° 
magnificence, according to their wealth ; i is probable 
enough, that the labour of along life would f{Ccareely be fuf- 
ficient to defray the exfence of one of thefe fumptuous 
maufolea, which are neverthelefs only entitled to a-relative 
magnificence, and of whicha very falfe idea muft be formed, 
if the comparifon extended tothe monuments of more civi- 
Jized people. The bodies of the poorcft inhabitants are ex- 
pofed in the open air, ona bier placed upon a ftage, fup- 
ported by flakes four feet high, but all of them have their 
v bows, 
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bows, their arrows, nets, and fome pieces of ftuffs near their 
. monuments, and, in all probability, it weuld bea facrilege to 
take them away. 

** It would feem as if thefe people, as well as thofe of Se- 
galien* Ifland, did not acknowledge any chief, and were fub- 
je& to no regular form of government. The mildnefs of 
their manners, their refpe& for old age, might with them 
take away all the inconveniences of anarchy. We were never 
witneffes of the flighteft quarrel. . Their reciprocal affeftion, 
their tendernefs for their children, afforded to us a moft in- 
terefting {fpeftacle ; but our fenfes were difgufted with the 
fetid {mell of the falmon, with which not only the houfes but 
the parts adjacent were, infefted. The bones of them were 
fcattered, and the blood fpread round the hearth; greedy 
dogs, though gentle and familar enough, licked and devoured 
the remainder. 

** The naftinefs and ftench of this people are difgufting. 
There is not perhaps any where arace of people more feebly 
conttituted, 6r whofe features are more different from thofe 
forms to which we attach the idea of beatuty ; their middle 
ftature is below four fect ten inches, their bodies are lank, 
their voices thin and feeble, like that of children; they have 
high cheek bones, {mall blear eyes, placed diagonally ; a 
large mouth, flat nofe, fhort chin, almoft beardlefs, and an 
olive-coloured fkin, varnifhed with oil and fmoke. They 
fuffer their hair to grow, and tie it up nearly the fame as we 
do ; that of the women falis lodfe about their fhoulders, and’ 
the portrait whith I have juft drawn agrees. equally well with 
their countenances as thofe of the men, from whom it would 
be difficult to diftinguifh them, were it not for a flight dif. 
ference in the drefs, and a bare neck ; they are not, however, 
fubje&ted to any labour, which might like the American 
Indians, change the elegance of their features, if nature had 
furnifhed them with this advantage. Their whole cares are 

limited to the cutting and fewing their clothes, difpofing of 
their fifh to be dricd, and taking care of their children, to 
whom they give the breaft till they are three or four years of 
age. I was much [urprifed at feeing one of this age, who, 
after having bent a {mall bow, fhotean arrow with‘tolerable 
exattnefs, 


* Segalien Ifland is one of thofe, the name of which has had the 
greateft number of variations among geographers ; upon the 
ancient charts it is found under the following names: Sabalien, 
Ula-hata, the Black River, Saghalien, Anga-hata, Amur, Amour, &c. 
~— (French Editor.) : 
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exa@tnefs, and given a dog feveral blows with a flick, threw 
himfelf on his mother’s bofom, and there took the fituation 
of a child of five or fix months old, who was afleep on her 
knee. 

‘* This fex feemed to enjoy no {mall degree of confidera- 
tion among them. They never concluded any bargain with 
us, without firft .confulting their wives; the pendent filver 
ear-rings, and copper trinkets, are peculiarly referved for 
their wives. and daughters. The men. and little boys are 
clothed with.a.waiftcoat of, nankeen, ot the {kin of a dog or 
a fifh, cut in> the thape of a waggoner's: frock. If it reach 
below the knee, they wear no drawers: If itdo not, they 
wear fome in rhe Chinefe ffyle, which fall as low as the calf 
of the leg. All of them have boots of feal’s fkin, but they 
keep them for the winter ; and they atal] times, and of every 
age, even at the breaft, wear a leather girdle, to which are at- 
tached a knife in a theath, a fteel to firike a light with, a pipe, 
and afmall bag to contain tobacco. 

* The drefs of the women is fomewhat different ; they are 
wrapped up in a large nankeen robe, or falmon’s fkin, which 
they have the art of. perfeétly tanning, and rendering ex - 
tremely fupple. This drefs reaches as Jow as the arikle-bone, 
and is fomctimes bordered witha fringe of final! coppér orna- 
ments, which makea noife fimilar to that of fmall bells. 
Thofe falmon, the fkins of which ferve for clothing, are 
never caught in fummer, and weigh thirty or forty pounds. 
Thofe which, inthe month of July, we had juft taken, were 
only three or four pounds weight ; but this difadvantage was 
amply compenfated by their number, and the delicacy of 
their flavour : We_all were of opinion, that we had never 
eaten better. 

It is impoffible for us to fpeak of the religion of this 
people, not having feen either temples or priefts, but fome 
rudely carved figures, perhaps idols, fufpended from the 
ceiling of their cabins : They reprefented children, arms, 
hands, legs, and very much refembled the ex-voto of feveral 
of qur country chapels. It might be poflible, that thefe 
images, which we had perhaps falfely taken for idols, ferved 
only to éall to their remembrance a child devouped by bears, 
or fome hunter wounded by thofe animals : There is, how- 
ever, but little probability, that a people of fuch weak con- 
Ritutions fhould be exempt from fuperflition. We fome- 
times fufpefted, that they took us for forcerers; they 
anfwered our different queftions with vifible uneafinefs, 
though with great politenefs ; and when we fketched cha- 
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rafters on paper, they feemed to take the motion of the hand 
which was writing for figns of magic, and refufed to anfwet 
what we afked them, by giving us to underftand, that it was 
evil. 

“* It was only by the greateft patience and difficulty, that 
M. Lavaux, furgeon of the Aftrclabe, attained the formation 
of the vocabulary of the Orotchys andthe Bitchys. In this 
refpeét, our prefents could not vanquifh their prejudices ; 
they even received them with repugnance, and frequently 
retufed them with obftinacy. I imagined I could perceive, 
that they were perhaps defirous of more delicacy in the 
manner of offering them ; and to try if this fufpicion were 
well founded, I fat down in one of their houfes, and after 
having drawn toward me two little children, of three or four 
ycars old, and made them fome trifling careffes, I gave them 
a piece of rofe-coloured nankeen, which I had brought in 
my pocket. The moft lively fatisfa&tion was vifibly teftified 
in the countenances of the whole family, and I am certain 
they would have refufed this prefent, had it been direétly of- 
fered to themfelves. The hufband went out of his cabin, 
and foon afterward returning with his moft beautiful dog, he 
intreated me to accept of it: I refufed it, at the fame time 
endeavouring to make him underftand, that it was more ufe- 
ful to him than to me ; but he infifted, and perceiving that 
it was without fuccefs, he caufed the two children, who had 
received the nankeen, to approach, and placing their litte 
hands on the back of the dog, he gave me to underftand, that 
lought not to refufe his children. The delicacy of fuch 
manners, cannot exift but among avery polifhed people. It 
feems to me, that the civilization of a nation, which has 
neither flocks nor hufbandry, cannot go beyondit. It is ne- 
ceffary to obferve, that dogs are their moft valuable property ; 
they yokethem to fmall and very light fledges, extremely 
well made, and exaétly fimilar to thofe of the Kamtfchadales. 
Thefe dogs, of the {pecies of wolf dogs, and very ftrong, 
though of a middle fize, are extremely docile, and very 
gentle, and feemed to have imbibed the chara&ter of their 
mafters, while thofe of Port des Francais, which are of the 
fame fpecies, but much lefs, were favage and ferocious. 
A dog of this port, which we had taken and preferved on 
board during feveral months, rolled himfelf in the blood 
when we killed a beaft or a fheep, ran at the fowl!s like a fox, 
and had more the inclinations of a wolf than thofe of a do- 
meitic dog. He fell into the fea, in a heavy rol], during the 
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night; perhaps pufhed overboard by fome failor, whom he 
had robbed of his allowance. 
(To be continued.) 





The Epiftle from the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by 
Adjournment, from the 22d to “the gyft of the Fifth 


Month, 1799, znclufive ; 


Tothe QuarTerRLy and MontuHiy MEETING of FRIENDS 
in Great Britain and Ireland. 


DEAR FRIENDS, 
FTER fome ferious inveftigation into the prefent flate of 
our religious fociety, wherein we humbly truft, that 
the gracious Head of the Church hath not been wanting to 
cement our minds in the bond of his love, and from time to 
time to refrefh us together, we again falute you ; and inform 
you, that at this our large annual affembly, a concern has 
been felt, extending to every branch of the family. We 
defire it may be bound up in the fame precious cementing 
union ; that fo not any thing which has a tendency to {catter, 
may be fuffered to prevail. To this end, may it be the chief 
care of all to dwell near the Power, by the affiftance of 
which unfanétified felt is reduced and denied: Then will the 
wifdom which is from above be exalted, and brought into 
dominion. 

The accounts of fufferings brought up this year from the 
various parts of this nation, amount to 7478}. and thofe from 
Ireland to 7711. chiefly for tithes, priefts’ demands, and thofe 
called church-rates ; alfo for various demands on account of 
the militia, and other warlike meafures, with which, from a 
conviétion that we ought not to be aéiive in promoting the 
deftruétion of the precious, yea invaluable, livesof mankind, 
we {cruple to comply. 

We have this year received epiflles from four only, of the 
Yearly Meetings on the American continent ; namely the 
Carolinas, &c. Virginia, Maryland, and Pennfylvania. The 

t, having met at the ufual time of its fitting, during the 
prevalence of a contagious and highly-mortal fever, ad- 
journed to the 12th month laft. By this difeafe, thou- 
fands of the inhabitants of Philadelphia were quickly 
removed out of time, Let us, in reverence of foul, 
avgid too nice an inquiry into the moral caufes of fuct 
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dreadful calamities ; but feek, with unremitting folicitude, 
an entrance, through the flrait gate, into that narrow, but not 
untrodden path, which alike leads to bleffednefs through 
every difpenfation of the Lord’s unerring Providence, 

Friends, we in this land do not live unfurrounded by ma- 
nifold dangers ; nor in an age in which we can difpenfe with 
any part of the whole armour of light. The increafe of 
mortality in a country brings the body in jeopardy ; but it 
often aroufes the carelefs, and drives the awakened mind into 
clofer communion with God. But it isthe peculiar property 
of many of the contagious vices and vanities, with which 
thefe countries abound, that they lull to fecurity the incau- 
tious, even though once aroufed ; and point their infection 
at the well-being of the foul. 

By what means, then, fhall we expe prefervation ; Our 
belief, dear friends, is, that it will depend on frequent recur- 
rence to our firft principle: Even tothe faving power of 
Chrift Jefus our Lord, revealed in the heart. “* This,’ faid 
our Redeemer when perfonally on earth, “ is life eternal, to 
know thee, the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom thou 
haft fent.” But this, friends, is no trivial nor momentary ac. 
quirement. Many of you know that it muft be waited for 
in finglenefs of heart; and that the important purfuit of this 
heavenly knowledge fhould regulate the tenor of our lives, 
Where then, judge ye, would any find leifure for thofe 
amufements, in which fome in profeflion with us are reported 
to wafte much of their time ? Tlus Meeting has repeatedly 
teftified againft vain {ports, and places of diverfion, as fo 
many allurements tending to draw the mind from its watch, 
and to lay it open to furthertemptation. The beft recreation 
of a Chriflian is the relief of diftrefs ; and his chief delight, 
to promote the knowledge, and to exalt the glory, of his 
Heavenly Matter ; and this is moft effeétually done under his 
holy influence, by a life of faith, purity,and general benevo- 
lence. Falfe principles too, as well as wrong praétices, may 
have their advocates for a time ; but the unfpotted lives of 
the faithful remain to be their beft refutation. Let none then 
ftart afide at the magnitude of the obje&t, nor be too much 
difmayed becaufe of the little progrefs they feem to them- 
felves to make in the way of holinefs ; but trufting in the 
Lord, who, “ giveth power to the faint,” let us all prefs 
after ability to comply with the Apottolic advice, “‘ Be ye 
holy in all manner of converfation.” 

We have received accounts this year, as well as in pre- 
eeding years, that divers perfons have joined our fociety by 

i 2 convincement. 
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convincement. For you of this defcription we feel a tender 
care, that, after admittance into memberfhip, you may not 
meafure yourfelves by the ftandard of others; nor take up 
a reft fhort of the true reft. Seek rather an increafe in the 
heavenly principle which comes by Jefus Chrift, the true 
and holy pattern for his flock. Thus only will your union 
with us contribute to your advantage ; and thus only will the 
increafe of numbers produce an increafe of the joy. 

Now, turning our attention to the church im its more col- 
leGted capacity, of Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, we 
perceive that weaknefs and languor continue to pervade the 
deliberations of fome of them, onthe important concerns of 
the Society ; and often prevent the due and timely fupport of 
that Chriftian difcipline, which we have long experienced to 
be, under Providence, as a wall of prefervation. Neverthe- 
lefs, we believe we can alfo difcern that there is a gradual in- 
creafe of care in many places ; and that the quickened fen- 
fibility, with which the minds of numbers of our brethren 
are gracioufly endued, has made many things burthenfome, 
which in times of negligence fcarcely have been noticed : 
And to this we attribute many of the complaints now con- 
tained inthe anfwers to the queries. Our defire therefore 
is, that fuch upright minds may be encouraged to perfevere. 
That which fhews the difeafe muft be looked to for the 
remedy. Holdon, then, your way, beloved friends ; and 
may the Lord give you all the difcernment, {kill, forbear- 
ance, and fortitude, which are requifite for the impartial and 
feafonable difcharge of the truft which he commits to you! 

Finally, friends, colle&tedly and individually, farewell ! 
May all our Meetings be held with weight, as in the im- 
mediate prefence of the Heavenly Prefident ! May the aged 
among us be examples of every Chriftian virtue ; and 
evince, by the calmnefs of their evening, that their day has 
been bleft! May the middle-aged not faint in their allotted 
flations; but, together with their elder and younger brethren, 
firmly fupport, yea exalt, the feveral teftimonies which we 
are called to maintain! And, Oh! may the beloved youth, 
thetender objeéts of our care and of our hope, bend early 
and cheerfully under the forming power of truth: That thus, 
each ftanding in his allotment, the harmony of the building 
may be preferved, and we may truly grow up into an holy 
ternple for the Lord! 

Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, 


GEORGE STACEY, Clerk. 
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Account of the State of Manners, &c. at Briftol, 


[From the Montuiy Macazina.] 


To the EDITOR, 
SIR, 
Have been always led to think, that local hiftories, com- 
prehending topography, cuftoms, manners, and com- 
merce, might be made not only amufing, but beneficial to fo- 
ciety. For this reafon I read, with much pleafure, the ac- 
count that was given in your Magazine, for April, of Nor- 
wich ; and am encouraged to attempt fomething fimilar con- 
cerning Briftol. 

The praife of fcience, whether it attaches to individuals 
or communities, ranks among their highefthonours, To fay 
of any place, that its traders are rich; that fo many manu- 
faftures are eftablifhed there ; and that its ports are’ crowded 
with the fhips of various nations, founds indeed well on the 
Royal Exchange ; but will not give lafting celebrity. Had 
it not been for the Academia of Plato, and the Lyceum of 
Ariftotle, Athe ens, with its Piraeus, had long fince been con- 
figned to oblivion. So, like Athens, when the adventitious 

circumftances of trade fhall be forgotten, Briftol will be 
mentioned with refpeét by the future hiftorians of literature 
and genius ; and ° Literts verbifque valuerunt,” be the suit 
encomium paffed on its inhabitants, 

li has been remarked, that climate has great influence i in 
p70 formation of thehumanmind. Theregionof Attica, we 

re told, was a rocky barren foi!, remarkable for the extreme 
pe of its air—that of Beeotia, low and fertile, having an 
atmofphere laden with perpetual fogs: The Athenians, as 
might be expetted, were f{prightly, acute, and etree sh - 
while the Beeotians, like our Dutch neighbours, were fingulaz 
only for oppofite endowments. This feerms, in part, to 
fanétion the idea. And what is more natural to fappofe, than 
that perfons, born amid wild and romantic fcenery, fhould 
poflefs grander conceptions, and be more alive to the fub- 
lime and beautiful, than thofe who have fpent all their days 
on_a level, monotonous, and uninterefting moor. If there is 
any truth in this remark, few places are better calculated 
ingenuoufly to affeé the mind, and become the cunabulu: m 
of genius, than Briftlol. The rocks and woods in its neigh- 
bourhood exceed, in magnificence, almoft every thing of the 


kind in this country ; while the lofty and extenfive downs of 


Leigh and Durdham, the diflant profpe& of the Severn and 
Wales 
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Wales beyond, with the nearer view of Wefton, Henbury, 
Clevedon, and Stoke, conftellated with villas, fill the mind 
with the moft ferene fenfation of pleafure. 


“© Neque enim pecori gratior ullo 
** Herba loco eft: Aptamque vides paftoribus umbram.” 





To have fuch fcenes prefented to the eye, is to read the 
faire pages of the book of nature, and to experience the 
mind infenfibly opened to every thing refined and elevated. 
Such, at leaft, is their effett on fouls of fine fenfibility.— 
The croud, immerfed in fenfuality, and blinded with the pur- 
fuits of avarice, fee thefe things with the fame indifference 
as the oxen that ruminate in their meadows. It was not with 
fuch difcrimination they were viewed by a Chatterton, a 
More, a Yearfley, or aSouthey ; names fufficient of them- 
felves to refcue Briftol from the charge of dullnefs and in- 
fipidity ; which charaéter, fince the days of Savage, it has 
been too much the cuftom to attribute to this city. 

Though I have mentioned a few names who have done 
honour to the place of their nativity, I would not wifh to do 
this tothe exclufion of others. The humble name of Bryant 
fhould not be forgotten ; who, from a pipe-maker, became a 
poet ; and has written, if not in the firft {tyle of excellence, 
yet more meritorioufly than could have been expefted from a 
perfon of his birth and education. A young man, that is 
now no more, of the name of Lovel, who, in conjunétion 
with Mr. Southey, publifhed a volume of poems, betrayed 
evident marks of a poetical genius. Briftol, perhaps, can 
boaft of one of the firft Perfic {fcholars in the kingdom, in 
Mr. Charles Fox, who is likewife an artift of confiderable 
eminence. An ardent defire of improvement in his pro- 
feffion of landfcape-painting led him, in the early part of 
life, to vifit the romantic fcenes of Norway and Denmark ; 
through which countries he travellcd alone and on foot, en- 
riching his mind with every thing worthy of notice. This 
gentleman tranflated the poems of Achmed Arbideili; a 
work which has experienced a favourable reception from the 
public. In this enumeration it would not be proper to omit 
mentioning the name of a printer of this city, whofe name is 
Cottle. He has not only, by the many valuable works he 
has publifhed, raifed the reputation of the Briftol prefs, but 
ts himfelf a poet, and aconfiderable patron of menof genius. 
He is now engaged in writing an epic poem on Alfred ; in 
wluch Blackmore failed. The penjof the Poet Laureat is 
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. alfo employed on the fame fubjeét. I hope one, at leaft, will 


be found to twine a wreath worthy the brow of that immortal 
Prince and {cholar. 

In the ftri€ter walk of fcience, the names of Bowles and 
Smith, two promifing young furgeons of Briftol, deferve 
richly tobe mentioned. Phyficians, like the wife politician 
with refpe& to diforders of ftate, fhould beftow as much 
pains on the prevention, as on the cure of difcafes. It is 
their duty to ‘enlighten mankind, and guard the avenues of 
life from the encroachments of every morbid foe. This 
point, however, has not been much laboured by them; and 
the art of living judicioufly and well, bas been locked up 
among the arcanaof medical fcience. Dr. Buchan was the 
firft perfon of any refpeétability, who adopted a work of 
medical inftru€tion, to the comprehenfion of the world at 
large. It has proved more particularly beneficial, in having 
exploded the mifchievous errors of nurfes, in the manage- 
ment of young children; but has a tendency to make per- 
fons too much their own phyficians. 

Dr. Willich, in his !eétures lately publifhed, has trodden 
fomewhat in the fteps of Buchan; but his work pofleffes 
this fuperior excellence, that it is calculated more to teach 
the prevention, than cure of difeafes. Every one who can 
read does himfelf injuftice not to perufe this work. Still, 
however, local and vivd voce inftru€tion was wanting to 
further the fpread of medical knowledge: And praétitioners 
in every town in England would do well to follow the 
example of the aforementioned gentlemen, Bowles and 
Smith. They have inftituted anatomical, dietetic, and phy- 
fiological le&iures, to which they publicly invite perfons of 
either fex to attend. The moft refpeétable ladies of the city, 
waving every objeétion of falfe delicacy and tafte, have re- 
gularly vifited their leéture room; where they learnt the 
firuéiure of the human form; the various caufes of infantine 
difeafes, arifing from the mifmanagement of nurfes; and the 
rational way to adapt food totheir tender organs of digeftion. 
To the intemperate they pointed out, with more than pulpit 
eloquence, the fatal effeéts of their indulgences, by pres 
fenting totheir view the {cirrhous and difabled organs of the 
drunkard. They accurately defcribed the procefs of its 
effetts from the gutta rofea, to gout, anafarca, dropfy, and 
death: And, in many inftances, by this ftriking eloqguence— 
this argumentum ad hominem—efleéied a reformation which 


nothing elfe would have been able to preduce. 
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I fhould not forget to notice alfo a literary furgeon, who 
has lately publifhed a work of acknowledged utility. It is 
atreatife on thofe phagedenic ulcers whichare fo apt to afleé 
the legs of aged perfons ; particularly if they have been in- 
temperate. ‘The cure of thefe had, according to the old 
prattice, been tedious and uncertain; but the method of 
treatment recommended in this work, is at once effectual 
and expeditious. Its author’s name is Baynton. 

The leftures of Bowles and Smith received the counte- 
nance of the celebrated Dr. Beddoes; who, though not in- 
digenous to Briftol, ought to be mentioned as a refidentiary 
ornament, and a promoter of every laudable undertaking. 
It is certainly no argument of the want of public fpirit in 
this place, that 1200]; have been fubfcribed to build a chy- 
mical fchool, over which this father of pneumatic medicine 
is to prefide. In this he is afhfted by a very ingenious 
young man of the name of Davy, who is already known to 
the public as an author in chymiftry. Dr. Beddoes is en- 
gaged alfo in another confiderable plan, for ereéting a kind of 
pneumatic hofpi:tal forthe cure of pulmonary and other com- 
plaints. Toward this {cheme eighteen hundred pounds have 
been fubfcribed. Three thoufand are neceflary to bring it to 
completion ; neither will it be entered upon till that {um is 
enfured. A work entitled, “* Contributions to Phy fical and 
Medical Knowledge,” is lately publifhed by the Doétor ; it 
is meant to be continued as often as fufficient materials can be 
colletted ; and bids fair to become a very ufeful repofitory 
of medical facts. 


(To be concluded.) 





Curious INSTANCE of recat TAUTOLOGY. 


EGAL conveyancing feems at all times, and in all 
countries to have been unneceffarily redundant in ityle. 
The oldeft conveyance upon record defcribes the premifes 
with almoft as much tautology asif it had been drawn in the 
Temple. I allude to the conveyance of the cave of Mach- 
pelah, from the fons of Hethto Abraham, Genefis, 23.— 
*“ And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which 
was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, 
and all the trees which were inthe field, that were in all the 
borders round about, were made {ure to Abraham.” 
On 
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On PIGEONS. 


IGEONS are in Perfia a fubje& of gamelaws. To be 

entitled to the privilege of killing a wild’pigeon, it is 
neceflary to be a Muffelman; and we learn from Tavernier, 
that Chriftians have frequently become Mahometans, to en- 
title them to this qualification of killing game. 

The quantity of corn deftroyed by pigeons is amazing. 
Hartlib,in his “ Legacy of Hufbandry,” calculates that 
there were in his time 26,000 pigeon-houfes in England; 
and, allowing 500 pair to each houfe, and four bufhels yearly 
to be confumed or deftroyed by each pair, it makesthe whole 
of the corn loft to be no lefs than thirteen millions of bu. 
fhels annually. 

It is, however, but juft to fay, that it is has been found, 
that pigeons, like moft other animals, perfecuted for real or 
fuppofed mifchief, are at the fame time of ufe,as they con- 
fume the feeds of weeds, and alfo the infegts which are moft 
injurious to the farmer. 





Anfwer, by Thomas Coumbe, of Stonehoufe, to W. Hoare’s 
Enigma, inferted May 6. 


JORTUNE is fickle as the wind, 
On fome fhe frowns, to fome proves kind. 

#%* We have received the like anfwer from W. Bick- 
ham, jun.of Athburton; T. Whicker, of Exeter; Roger 
Maffett, of Cargreen; T. Jarvis, Malborough; and M.-K. 
Denziloe, of Newton Abbot Academy. 





A CHARADE, by C. Heath, of the Nimble Cutter. 


HEN brave oppofing Britons met 
The glittering arms of Rome, 
My firft did utmoft vigour ufe 
To guard its native home. 


Largely my fecond to explain 
Would fill a {pacious page, 
Let it fuffice I’m always found 
With every perfonage. 
From me arifes war and peace, 
Likewife each hoftile fray ; 
Vor. XXXIV. F I am 
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I am the caufe of loveand hate 
With all that you can fay. 

Thefe words, if accurately rang’d, 
Will clearly make appear, 

A town on Albion’s weftern fhore, 
Reduc’d-by war’s career. 





- An ANAGRAM, by E, Oldrey, FJun.of Plymouth. 


Town in Kent with care tranfpofe, 
A tree, ye bards, it will difclofe. 











4 REBUS, by IV. Hoare, Fun. of Dean Prier, 


‘E who invoke the mufe’s facred aid, 
Go wander o’er the filent realins of death ; 
There fee my firft extend its awful fhade, 
And think how foon you muft refign your breath. 


Behold my fturdy next majeftic rife 
(Stout emblem of unfhaken fortitude), 

On yonder plain, expos’d to ruthlefs fkies, 
Thro’ numerous years it has uninjur’d flood. 


When fummer reigns, and fair Louifa firays 
Where throftles {weet their lovely notes attune, 

My third the bears to fcreen her lovely face 
From the bright {plendours of refulgent noon. 


Driv’n by my fourth, thoufands, with tcarful eyes, 
Solicit the cold hand of charity ; 

But ah! how few will aid or fympathize 
With thofe involv’d in depths of mifery. 


When the humane, who feel for others’ woes, 
Relieve the needy, and their griefs confole, 

From thofe reliev’d my laft {pontaneous flows, 
Bleft emanation of the human foul ! 


Th’ initials join’d, an Englifh bard you'll find, 
Whofe majefty of diétion far outvies ; 

His thoughts fublime lift the enraptur’d mind 
Beyond the — portals of the fkies. 


POETRY. 
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Epitaph on a Seaman, late of the Magnanime, treache- 
roufly killed at Plymouth, written by N. T, Carrington, 
Schoolmafler, Plymouth-Dock, and infcribed onan elegant 
Stone at the Expence of the Hon, Captain De Courcy,in 
Stoke Church-yard, 


H! what avails from dangers patft, 
He found his native hore ; 

When howling to the midnight blaft 

The dreadful billows roar. e 
The lightning’s flath, the vengeful bali, 

Around him harmlefs rag’d ; 
Heaven had not doom’d him then to fall, 

And all its wrath affwag’d. 


Safe from thefe dangers, as he trod 
His native firand along ; 
Heaven fent the dread command abroad, 
He funk a prey to wrong. 
A thoufand ways we meet our fate, 
By perfidy he fell; 
And bade this unimmortal ftate 
A fad, a long farewell, 


Each ball that fkims the airy void 
Appoiated contac&t meets ; 

A fhore, at fea, at home, abroad, 
One common end awaits; 

The unerring fhafts our fate that bear 
Are ever nicely true ; 

And every note that wings the air 
Has its commiflion too. 





T he WoOorRL D. 


| iy this world fee the wheel of tranfition go round, 

For there’s nothing on earth that can ftable be toand ; 
And tho’ ’bout its poileflions we m ake fuch aclamour, 
They muft fooner or later come under the hammer 5 

And 4 going, agoing, who bids any more? 

Requites al] our pains, isthe endot our ftore, 


His 
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His Grace who a monarch’s proud fortune can boaf, 
Who ranfacks each land and plunders each coatt, 
Whofe houfes difplay all that’s {plendid and great, 
Whole equipage moves in fach glittering ftate ; 

To day it is his, to morrow you'll f{ce, 

Some hammer confign it to you or to me. 


The fly antiquary who, where he can’t buy, 

Will pilfer the medal that fixes his eye, 

Whole antiques, books, paintings, and al] that is rare, 
The hoarding of fifty years trouble and care, 

See Chriltie Rood down, no antiques refpecting, 

For their owner fome coins that are modern collecting. 


Old Grab who refufes each comfort to hare, 

To leave an eftate to his favourite heir, 

Could he peep from the fhades his eftate would furvey 
*Mongtt fidlers, girls, gigs, bits of blood, fly away, 
Till ‘Patterfal foon the treafure fpreads wide, 

To make fools and knaves of hundreds befide. 


Then how filly this boaft of what has no ftay, 

But flies on the wings of .4 going, away, 

Who bids any more? is the end of it all, 

And this world we may fafely an auction-room call, 

But the mind’s oes ee all transfer difown, 
e 


So cherith their increale, for they are your own. 
CLIO. 








The LAST DAY of MAY. 


DIEU the month which beauty loves, 
Which decks the meadows and the groves, 
Which fwwells the feather'd warbler’s fong, 
And health and tranfport leads along. 


Adiea! bat thou wilt come again, 
And paiat with flowers the vernal plain ; 
Again tny fky-wove robes refume, 
Aad breathe around thy {weet perfume. 


But man, when once his May is paft, 
Beholds a fky with clouds o’ercait ; 
The May of youth returns no more 
To cheer the tempeft beaten fhore. 


Thus would the moral fongfter fay, 

With whom no longer it is May ; 

Virtue can cheer the breait alone, 

When youth, and charms, and ftrength are gqne. 


Laurette, to thee my !ines I fend, 
A wife, a parent, and a friend, 
Who in your own example prove, 
May’s not the only month of love. 











